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The theme for
December is:

Prayer

December 18
Songs and Stories - Jan Jaffe and Maggie Patterson
Membership Council – 12:15 pm
December 25
Caroling - Jan Jaffe and all the KVUUC Congregation
Communications Council – 12:15 pm

KVUUC needs folks interested in
outreach through our website
Facebook, and newsletter, No
prior knowledge is required—we’ll
provide the training.
Tracking money your thing—we
need some new blood working with
the books.
Also if you are interested in
picking up admin duties, please
email Jim at
schwing@fairpoint.net

Upcoming Special Events
Our Environment

Sat, Dec 10—10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
United Methodist Church

Board Meeting

Wed, Dec 7—6:00-7:30 p.m.
KVUUC

Choir Practice

Thu, Dec 8—5:45-6:30 p.m.
KVUUC

Adult Seminar
“Meditation and Prayer for UU’s”,
Part II” with Rev. Bill Graves
Thu, Dec 8—7:00-8:30 p.m.
(pizza plus at 6:30p.m. RSVP to Bill)
KVUUC

KVUUC NEWS
A Bulletin From Bill, December 2016
KVUUC’s Reason for Being
Recently I and three other KVUUC members attended a webinar on the subject of leadership in small congregations. A good deal of attention was focused on
transitioning from what are called “family congregations” to “pastoral congregations”. In church organizational parlance “family congregations” are generally up to
50 members. Typically they function like a family and the key leader is a matriarch
or patriarch who makes or concurs on all primary decisions. “Pastoral congregations” have memberships from 51-150 members and revolve more around their minister or ministries.
Our KVUUC membership hovers around 50. Cynthia, our undisputed matriarch, often expressed her highest wish that we flourish in size and service after
her departure. It would be a good time to seriously pay attention to our reason for
being, that which distinguishes us from other voluntary associations in the Kittitas
Valley. I say that on authority of Rev. Robert Latham whose book about transitions
in UU congregational life, Moving On From Church Folly Lane, lists these maxims of
churchdom:
1. The ultimate social power of a congregation is commensurate with its
measure of focus on its religious mission.
2. The most profound form of community is created by a common commitment to a noble and transcendent purpose.
3. If a congregation is fulfilling its mission it cannot stop growing.
4. The greatest power to create social change derives from a common commitment to a common focus.
Those who have not committed to memory KVUUC’s central purpose may wish to recall our Mission Statement, revised in 2013:
We gather as a liberal religious community to provide a safe haven to celebrate diversity, to foster intellectual, ethical and spiritual growth, and to
care for our Earth. We practice our beliefs by serving the larger community
in the spirit of justice and compassion.
We also adopted a Statement of Vision:
Kittitas Valley UU Congregation will be a light in the valley.
Here’s to our mission and vision—may it be so,
Rev. Bill

KVUUC NEWS
Bill’s Blurbs for December 2016
Thursday Evening Seminar, Dec. 8 - 7-8:30 p.m.
"Meditation and Prayer for UU’s”, Part II "
A pizza (1/2 vegan) will be available to share starting at
6:30 pm.
It has been said that meditation is like noticing the interior furniture while prayer is like rearranging that
furniture. In November the class primarily experienced forms of meditation. In December we will concentrate on prayer. We will consider 6 different forms
of prayer and Bill will introduce a UU prayer bead class
which includes making the prayer beads.
Bill (wcgraves@whidbey.com) would appreciate advance
notice of plans to attend. Bill (wcgraves@whidbey.com)
would appreciate it if participants let him know in advance of their intent to attend/share the pizza.
Sunday, December 11 – 11:00 a.m.
“Admiring the Religion Of (Rather Than About) Jesus"
The title of this sermon summarizes an historical Unitarian stance towards Rabbi Jesus, and perhaps one
many of us might still embrace. On this second Sunday
of the Advent season, as we prepare for the annual celebration of Jesus' birth, it is
appropriate to revisit his central mission/message which we claim as one of the
sources of our UU living tradition. The KVUUC choir will be singing.
Thursday Evening Seminar, Feb. 16 - 7-8:30 p.m.
Book Discussion: “The Things They Carried” by Tim O’Brien
led by Rev. Bill Graves and CWU Librarian, Gerard Hogan
A pizza (1/2 vegan) will be available to share starting at 6:30 pm.
It has been said that meditation is like noticing the interior furniture while prayer is
like rearranging that furniture. In November the class primarily experienced forms
of meditation. In December we will concentrate on prayer. We will consider 6 different forms of prayer and Bill will introduce a UU prayer bead class which includes making the prayer beads.
Bill (wcgraves@whidbey.com) would appreciate advance notice of plans to attend. Bill
(wcgraves@whidbey.com) would appreciate it if participants let him know in advance
of their intent to attend/share the pizza.

KVUUC NEWS
Rev. Bill’s Ministerial Schedule—December. 2016
1-6
7-11
7
8
8
8
9
10
11
11
11
11
12-26
27-31

Whidbey Island office*
Ellensburg office hours
Board Meeting 6:00-7:30 pm KVUUC
Open time for coffee/conversation at Dakota Café – 8:30-10 am
Choir practice - 5:45-6:30 pm
Lead adult seminar re “Meditation/Prayer Practices” (pizza/finger
food at 6:30pm while it lasts; class 7-8:30 pm).
Staff meeting and lunch at Valley Café – 12 pm
Congregational Retreat Council meeting and visit to Circle F - 9 am
RE Council Meeting – 8 am
Presentation/discussion of Board Goals with congregation - 9:45 am
Lead worship service (“Admiring the Religion of (Rather than
About) Jesus – 11 am
Worship Council meeting - 12:30 pm
Whidbey Island Office
Visiting children in California

* Bill IS AVAILABLE to return phone calls (360-661-7289) or emails
(wcgraves@whidbey.com) when on Whidbey Island. He also is available for conferences or
meeting by Skype or comparable service by prior arrangement. Bill’s Mailing address is POB
1254; Langley, WA 98260.
When in Ellensburg Bill is available by prior arrangement for conferences, conversations,
meetings, counseling, listening, home or hospital visits or just camaraderie.

Circle Suppers are hosted potlucks. The host chooses a date and decides how many folks can
be accommodated. Those who sign up are contacted and receive a general category of food to
bring so that the meal will be reasonably balanced. The cozy setting of a home, the intimacy of
sharing a meal, the extra time for conversation – Sign-up sheets are available on Sunday.

LOCAL NEWS
OUR ENVIRONMENT
NOTE: Our Environment meets on Sep. 1 0 and 24 —at the
United Methodist Church. All are invited 10:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.
Our Environment will be meeting at 10 a.m. to allow members to
attend the Farmer’s Market.
The emphasis is on what we can do locally
that will affect the future of our planet
by being active in working with various
organizations in our community to make
changes that are essential—please join us!

To be religious today is to act on
behalf of the planet. Such action
articulates the true dimensions
of the holy life in our time.
Elizabeth and David Dodson Gray

KVUUC’s website: www.kvuu.org

Bee Garden Buzz
Today’s Hint—Preparing a Garden for Winter
Putting the garden to bed for the winter is mostly a matter of cleaning up and
covering up. As fall progresses and temperatures drop, those plants that aren't killed
outright by frost prepare for dormancy. Clear out the blackened stems and foliage of
annual flowers and vegetables to prevent the possibility of their harboring disease
pathogens and insect eggs over the winter. The cool weather is a good time to make a
cold frame, dig and box in raised beds, and make general repairs.
- from Better Homes and Gardens

UUs in Social Justice NEWS

500 Clergy Join Peaceful Witness at Standing Rock
On Thursday, November 3, over 500 clergy – including
over 50 Unitarian Universalist clergy – answered the
call to come to Standing Rock in solidarity, prayer, and
action with the Standing Rock Sioux Nation and the
water protectors. The goal of the peaceful interfaith
witness was to increase awareness of the situation
and to advocate for elected officials to take action to
end construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline
(DAPL).
John Floberg, presiding priest of Episcopal churches of Standing Rock, North Dakota, issued
an invitation calling clergy of all faiths to gather in North Dakota. Floberg said, “In recent
days, the repressive power of the state has increased: armed riot police are guarding ongoing
pipeline construction, increased arrests and repression of non-violent prayerful action...Our duty as people of faith and clergy could not be clearer: to stand on the side of the oppressed.”

The Minnesota UU Social Justice Alliance, the Rev. Karen Van Fossan, minister of
the Bismarck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist Congregation, and her congregation have been
working to support the water protectors at Standing Rock.
For more than 45 years, Unitarian Universalists have pushed for justice for indigenous peoples,
passing a number of resolutions and actions of immediate witness. The 2012 General Assembly
in Phoenix, AZ passed, at the request of immigration justice partners, a resolution condemning
the Doctrine of Discovery and calling on Unitarian Universalists to study the doctrine and its
impact on current-day policies, programs and beliefs.
The Rev. Peter Morales, president of the Unitarian Universalist Association, joined clergy, lay
people, and protectors from many faith traditions to stand in solidarity with the Standing Rock
Sioux Nation. Morales said in a statement, “We join other faith groups and native tribes to
support the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe as they oppose the construction of this dangerous pipeline. I am proud to see that Unitarian Universalists in the region are already joining the protests. But I know that more is urgently needed. I urge you to join the effort to bear public
witness to the injustice in North Dakota and add your voice to oppose the Dakota Access Pipeline.” (Read the full statement here.)

UU HELPERS – The people listed below have special skills you may need – remember shop locally!
If you have a skill/service you would like to advertise to our congregation, let Cynthia know, at 509-933-3198.

DON GALLAGHER - Quality Carpentry - Remodeling, painting, roofing, plumbing and
electrical repairs. Don Gallagher.
CONTACT: 509-306-0608.
RICHARD GALLAGHER - Experienced auto trouble-shooter. Services: repairs, carpooling,
garden preparation, snow removal, unusables removed, needed items located.
You have needs? Richard has solutions!!!
CONTACT: 509-306-9329.
BRUCE HAGEMEYER - Bruce Custom Remodeling – Licensed General Contractor
Building – Remodeling – Carpentry - Plans & Permits
CONTACT: 509-964-2086.

TAMZEN SHISSLER – Because Tamzen is a busy student, please call early in the week to make
sure she has time available to care for your children from ages 2-10. She is now a junior in high
school and is a graduate of the Red Cross Babysitting class. She charges $6 per hour for one child,
more for additional children. She can also help with household chores or watch the kids while you do
chores.
CONTACT: 509-962-5650.
JAN JAFFE — is now accepting adults for music lessons!

Piano, guitar, voice

Experienced teacher

Master of Music Education

Specializes in beginner &

from CWU, 2009

hobby adult lessons

Flexible evening schedule for All music styles, songwriting,
regular or special occasion
lessons

& theory

(Also available as a performance coach for individuals, ensembles, bands, worship teams, etc. Improve skills and build confidence for talent shows, competitions, and workshops.)
CONTACT: 509-679-1383

janjaffe@gmail.com

www.linkedin.com/in/missjan

Our web page: kvuuc.org
Our Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kittitas-ValleyUnitarian-Universalist-Congregation-KVUUC/121639554572008
Or YOU CAN GO TO OUR WEBSITE AND CLICK ON THE FACEBOOK ICON!

