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OUR ANNUAL KVUUC FAMILY                

THANKSGIVING DINNER POTLUCK 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23 

2 p.m., at the church 

Let Jim know what dish you’d like 

to bring so we don’t end up with all 

salads and no mashed potatoes.  

—————————- 

PLEASE RSVP TO JIM SCHWING,                 

(509) 929-3238, BY                            

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19  
 

ALSO, EARLY SET-UP HELPERS                    

APPRECIATED. LET JIM  KNOW. 
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Upcoming Meetings & Special Events 

Worship in November 

 

November 5 
Guest at Your Table - Jim Schwing 

Green Sanctuary/Social Justice Councils, 12 :15 pm 
 

November 12 
Veteran’s Day—”My Service in Iraq” - Marcus Jaffe 

Worship Council, 12:15 pm 
 

November 19 
Standing on the Side of Love—Immigration - Rev. Bill Graves 

Membership Council, 12:15 pm 
 

November 26 
Bellatini Sermon - Tom Duke, reader 

CommNet, 12:15 pm 
 

 
 

 
Adult Discussion Group 9:45—10:45am  

Every Sunday (except 5th) 
 

11/19: (cont’d) 12 Steps to a Compassionate Life 

Kittitas Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation  November 2017 

Sun, 11/5  2am FALL BACK—Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Mon, 11/6  Religious Education Council, 7 pm 

Thu, 11/9  Choir practice 

Thu, 11/16 
 Choir Practice, 5:15—6:30 
 Adult RE, 7 pm KVUUC. “Just Mercy” by Bryan Stephenson (see p.2) 

Sat, 11/18  “Pathways to Membership” class, KVUUC 9am-12 (see p. 2) 

Thu, 11/23  2 pm Thanksgiving Potluck at KVUUC. RSVP to Jim Schwing 

Fri, 11/24  Buy Nothing Day! 



At the board retreat in July and congregational 

retreat in October a high priority for the forthcom-

ing year is to seek a replacement for yours truly 

who will be retiring.  Conversations have been 

held with UU district representatives to alert them 

and the selection of a search committee is in pro-

gress.  It would seem helpful for me to share 

some considerations for the selection process. 

The nature of this daunting avocation is a good 

place to start.  Foremost, the minister is there to 

open spiritual doors for people.  This is expressed 

in sermons but even more fully in the worship ser-

vice as a whole and in relationships the rest of 

the week.  The minister is the holder of our UU 

faith and tradition:  Are we honoring what we 

have stood for 

the past 200 

years?   What 

do we want to 

become?  How 

do we see our 

best selves?   

The minister 

seeks to model 

integrity and 

authenticity, and hopes to be the port in the 

storm, the grounded, non-anxious presence even 

when the rest are ungrounded.   He/she should 

know the dance between when to follow and 

when to lead.  A person granted ministerial fellow-

ship by the UU Minister’s Association should have 

vetted skills in these areas.  He or she will have 

had extensive background in UU theology and his-

tory, will have served at least a year of supervised 

internship in a parish setting and six months in a 

hospital or other pastoral setting, and devoted 3-

4 years towards a Masters of Divinity degree. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Who Are We Looking For?    
Rev. Bill Graves 

Daily Record, Sat 9/2 “Is Liberal Religion Right for You?” by Rev. Bill. http://www.dailyrecordnews.com/religion/ 

Bill’s Blurbs for November 
 

Adult R.E. , Thursday, November 16, 7 pm 

(Veggie pizza, 6:30) 
 

“Just Mercy”, by Bryan Stevenson  Bryan Steven-

son was selected to deliver the keynote Ware lecture 

at the June General Assembly of the Unitarian Univer-

salist Association.  He has a compelling and eye-

opening message concerning his work in the criminal 

justice system in Alabama, and the effects of racism 

and mass incarceration there as well as elsewhere.   

He doesn’t hesitate in sharing his ideas as to what we 

all can do about it.  That’s not what Attorney General 

Sessions has in mind, by the way.   Bill will review the 

book and show video clips of Stevenson speaking.  It 

will be helpful but not essential to have read the book.   

All are invited!  
 

  

Pathways to Membership Class 

Sat. Nov. 18, 9 am-12 pm at KVUUC  

Lunch & Child Care provided 

What do all the following have in common? 

 Oldest continuously operating church in the U.S. 
 Three of the first five Presidents of the U.S. 
 Discoverers of oxygen and the theory of evolution. 
 First female ordained to the ministry in the U.S. 
 Founders of Harvard Divinity School, American Red 
Cross, NAACP, ACLU. 

Answer:  All described themselves as Unitarians or 
Universalists.  
 
We are grounded in a shared history of innovation 
and influence out of proportion to our numbers.  
 

 This class will introduce the fundamentals of that 
heritage, address who we currently are theological-
ly and organizationally, and discuss some of the 
benefits and expectations of membership. 

 

 Intended for prospective or new members, howev-
er, anyone wishing to understand more about our 
movement is welcome. 

 

 Led by our minister, Bill Graves and members of 
our board of trustees.  

 

 RSVP to Liz Whitaker, whitakerliz@hotmail.com 

He/she should know 

the dance between 

when to follow and 

when to lead. 

http://www.dailyrecordnews.com/religion/


Rev. Bill’s Ellensburg Schedule  

November 2017 
 

15-19    Ellensburg office hours at KVUUC*  

15  Board meeting:  6pm 

16  Open time for coffee/conversation at  

     Dakota Café – 8:30-10:00am 

16  Choir practice - 5:15 

16  Lead Adult RE class on “Just Mercy”.  See p. 

    2. (pizza 6:30pm; class 7-8:30pm).  

17  Council on Ministry, Dakota Café – 8:30am 

18  Lead “Pathways to Membership” class at   

     KVUUC, 9am—12. See p. 2. 

19 Lead worship service;  “Standing on the 

Side of Love and Resisting Nativism” 

19  Attend Worship Council meeting 

20-30  Whidbey Island office** 

 
Rev. Bill Graves   360-661-7289, wcgraves@whidbey.com 

     PO Box 1254, Langley, WA 98260 

*In Ellensburg available by appt. for conversation, meetings, 

counseling, listening,, home or hospital visits, or camaraderie. 
 

**Available to return phone calls or emails when on Whidbey; 

also available by Skype or similar by prior arrangement. 

The person I would want ministering to me 

would be grounded in such job skills but also be 

balanced by a quality I think best expressed by 

the spiritual writer, Madeleine L’Engle.   When 

she was asked what attribute was most im-

portant in the person to be selected as the new 

bishop of her diocese, she said:  “Someone who 

knows themselves well enough to be appalled 

and who has to forgive themselves regularly in 

order to a carry on.”   Such an attitude of humili-

ty and modulated self-importance becomes 

manifest in all the aspects of ministry.  It is the 

teacher who is also eager to learn from stu-

dents.  It is the preacher who is willing to share 

authentically his or her own life experience.  It is 

the pastoral care giver who is willing to lose 

him/herself for someone else in order to allow a 

larger spirit to enter.  It is the administrator who 

can avoid the lures of power and pride.  And, it 

is the social activist who is open to be changed 

by those whom he/she seeks to help.   

Last, but probably most importantly, I, we, want 

a minister who is capable of loving the congre-

gation, of receiving their love in return, and of 

expressing the joy of being a part of such a rela-

tionship.   

In faith and gratitude.....and good luck! 

Rev. Bill   

Who Are We Looking For?                                                                                                      
(continued from page 2) 

“Standing On the Side of Love and                   

Resisting Nativism”   

Sunday, November 19, 11 am                                      
Worship led by Rev. Bill Graves, Jan Jaffe and KVUUC choir 

“Standing On the Side of Love” is proclaimed by 

the banner we UU’s proudly unfurl and T-shirts 

many of us wear at public events. We will con-

sider how it informs us as to anti-racism and im-

migration justice. We do this at a time when our 

basic values are assaulted by a white nativist 

movement built upon slogans such as “deport 

the Mexican rapists”, “build a beautiful wall”, 

“ban Muslims”.  Bill will share personal learning 

along the road to loving.    

Beethoven wanted!  

  If you know how to play or sing any 

Beethoven piece (think: Fur Elise, Ode to Joy, 

Moonlight Sonata, etc.), 

please contact Jan 

Jaffe for a special 

December 17  

service at:                        

Music@kvuu.org 



Fall Greetings and Registration  

 

We are still collecting registration forms if you 

haven't filled one out for RE participation. They 

are on the table in the foyer of the church. Cost 

is $25 per family or $15 per child and checks 

can be made out to KVUUC and given to Jim 

Schwing or myself. This fee goes to help with 

the cost of supplies and materials for the stu-

dents and teachers. 

 

New RE Schedule Reminder 

 Older class (still coming up with a name, 

grades 4-8): 9:45am-10:45am in the zendo 

with lead teacher Dan Shissler and Kristen 

Paton 

 Chalice Children (grades preschool-3) dur-

ing the service with lead teachers Becca 

Wassell, Maggie Patterson, and Izze Arens 

 

Welcome Yesica Loza-Guiteraz 

Please say hi to our newest childcare provider, 

Yesica Loza-Guiteraz when you see her at 

church. She is new to the community and very 

interested in getting involved.   

 

Please let me know if you would like to be an 

assistant in either class, we are always looking 

for new people to get to know the youngest 

generation at KVUUC. 

 

Thanks to Willow Jeane Lyman for sewing 20 

bags for our toiletry bag project! That was a 

huge help and we are so grateful. If I haven't 

contacted you and you are interested in sewing 

bags please call or email me. 

Dates to Remember  

 

 Sun, Nov. 5: Celebration Sunday, children fill 

toiletry bags for Kittitas Food Pantry. All ages 

meet in the zendo during the service. 

 Mon, Nov. 6: 7pm RE meeting at KVUUC 

 Thu, Nov. 23: 2pm Thanksgiving Potluck  

 Wed, Nov. 29: 6pm Annual holiday ornament 

making party with tree decorating & potluck 

dinner at KVUUC (Come one and all! This is 

an all ages event, not just for RE children 

and their families). 

 

Harvest Blessings to all, 

 

Maggie Patterson, RE Coordinator 

margaretfultonpatt@gmail.com or  

509-925-2552(home) 

Religious Education  
Maggie Patterson, Religious Education Coordinator 

Would you like to serve KVUUC 

and our children's RE program? 
 

We are actively looking for KVUUC 

members and friends who are in-

terested in leading a Celebration 

Sunday class.  

We are also looking for teacher's 

assistants for both the older and 

younger children's classrooms.  

Sunday, 2 am 



SING WITH US! 

All ages are welcome to join us in song. No particular beliefs or commitments 

are necessary, except to believe that we will sound great and commit to sing-

ing your best! We only have one or two rehearsal(s) for the following Sunday 

morning's service, plus a run-through on Choir Sunday morning at 9:15am. 

Please RSVP and let Music Director Jan Jaffe know if you'd like to see/hear 

the music beforehand: music@kvuu.org 

Childcare is available. 

On 10/17 FISH Food Bank held its first Ambassadors night and ap-

proximately 18 folks showed up including staff.  FISH Food Bank 

Ambassadors attending the meeting were: 

Calvary Baptist Church        Ethan Estalilla   

Chestnut Street Baptist       Ron Ness                                          

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints    Scott Robinson                                  

Ellensburg Presbyterian Church                        Mark Hill                                           

First Lutheran Church                                        Judy Ragland                                     

First United Methodist Church                           Ginger Toomey                                  

Good Hope Lutheran Church                             Ray Beckmann                                  

Grace Episcopal Church                                     Elise Warren                                      

Independent Baptist Church                               Howard Arndt                                     

Kittitas Community Church                               Steve Arington                                   

Kittitas Valley Unitarian Universalist Church   Tom Duke                                         

Mercer Creek Church                                         John VanderMeer                               

 

Here are some Fish Updates for our congregations: 

 FISH served 82 new individuals last month, 1,117 returning 

individuals for a total of 1,199 individuals. 

 586 households served (30 new, 556 returning households) 

 Pounds of food distributed for September was 49,810 

 805 hot meals served (Mon, Wed, Fri lunches plus Sat nights). 

 Total of community foods donated was 17,789 pounds.   

 Thank you, thank you to all who donated! 

 Another big “thank you” to Dusty’s Nursery who raised over 

$200 and 300 pounds of food for FISH! 
 

Please keep your eye out and be ready to donate: 

 Saturday, November 4 is the date for this year’s Operation Har-

vest…the annual food drive organized by the Rotary groups. 

 Safeway  is running a food drive titled Home Team.  Folks will 

be able to purchase a bag of food for $10. 

 

FISH Talks Turkeys 

The FISH Food Bank goal is for 300 

12-pound turkeys for their give away 

this year.  Several of the FISH Am-

bassadors are challenging each oth-

er and their congregations to come 

up with at least six turkeys.   

I believe, if I remember correctly, 

there are 15 Ambassadors which 

means if everyone donated in their 

group there would be around 90 

turkeys. There may be other dona-

tions coming in yet my question is 

what can we do to assist this possi-

bility of love and maybe up the 

ante? Feel free to contact me with 

ideas.   

 

Tom Duke 

206-795-5200,tduke41@gmail.com 

The FISH Report   
Tom Duke 



 

Our Retreat at Lazy F, October 6—7 

Our retreat 

reminded 

me that 

our 

church is 

not a place. 

It's not that 

building behind 

Safeway in which 

we meet. Church is 

more akin to a 

family with a sib-

ling or two, several 

aunts and uncles, 

the beloved grand-

parents, and a whole lot of 1st, 2nd etc. 

cousins...Our retreat reminded me 

that it's 

our rela-

tionships 

with one 

another, not 

just our Sun-

day services, 

that bind us 

together as a "church"... 

Though the worship ser-

vices at the retreat were 

very nice.  Jan Jaffe 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 

retreat possible! Kathy Allen and Todd Shaefer 

brought s'mores for the campfire, Rev. Bill did 

a wonderful sunrise service and closing circle, 

Don Gallagher and Dan Shissler led a lovely 

sing-a-long, Kristen Paton blew us all away with 

her skills facilitating the business 

meeting, Susan Waddle brought all of 

the craft supplies for the collages, Liz 

Smith brought yummy snacks and created the 

large chalice for our 

chalice of memories, 

Becca Wassell led a 

beautiful nature walk, 

and the members of the 

board (Kristen Paton, 

Debbie Wil-

liams, Tom 

Duke, Jim Schwing, Rev. Bill, 

and myself) planned and 

worked behind the scenes 

as well. For anyone that I 

missed and for all of you 

that attended the retreat-

you helped make this 

possible! Thank you.   

Maggie Patterson 



         Connect With Us 
Kittitas Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

400 N. Anderson St. 

Ellensburg, WA 98926 

KVUUC Skills & Services 
If you would like advertise your skill or service to our congregation, contact Jim at 509-933-3198 or Paula at 405-312-2786 

 

 

 

 

 

Board 

Co-Presidents:                                  

Kristen Paton & Debbie Williams     

copresident[1 or 2]@kvuu.org   

Past Co-President:                                        

Karen Johnson      

pastpresident@kvuu.org  

Secretary:                                               

Vivian Dunbar                 

secretary@kvuu.org  

Financial Secretary:                              

Jim Schwing                      

financialsecty@kvuu.org 

Treasurer:                                               

Carol Gilliom                 

treasurer@kvuu.org 

At Large: 

Tom Duke 

tduke41@gmail.com 

Staff 

Minister:                                                    

Rev. Bill Graves                         

minister@kvuu.org 

 Available by arrangement 

 Call (360) 661-7289 or email 

wcgraves@whidbey.com 

Religious Education Coordinator:              

Maggie Patterson            

recoordinator@kvuu.org 

Music Director:                                                

Jan Jaffe                                                 

music@kvuu.org 
 

Newsletter 
 

Editor:                                                    

news@kvuu.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/KVUUC/ 
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DON GALLAGHER - Quality Carpentry  

Remodeling, painting, roofing, plumbing and                          

electrical repairs. 509-306-0608. 

RICHARD GALLAGHER - Experienced auto trouble-

shooter.  Services: repairs, carpooling, garden prep, snow 

& unusables removed, needed items located.   

You have needs?  Richard has solutions! 509-306-9329. 

BRUCE HAGEMEYER - Bruce Custom Remodeling  

– Licensed General Contractor - Building – Remodeling – 

Carpentry - Plans & Permits 509-964-2086 

JAN JAFFE - Adult music lessons! Also available as a 

performance coach for individuals, ensembles, bands, 

worship teams, etc. Improve skills and build confidence 

for talent shows, competitions, and workshops. 

\\Piano, guitar, voice  \\Master of Music Education CWU, 2009  

\\Flexible evening schedule for regular or special occasion lessons 

\\Experienced teacher  \\Specializes in beginner & hobby adult les-

sons \\All music styles, songwriting, & theory 

 

 509-679-1383  janjaffe@gmail.com 

www.linkedin.com/in/miss jan 

LENA RENEE - Find Your Story, Your Path, Your Purpose. 

C. Rhalena Renee, CSH is a guide and teacher for helping 

you find what makes you vital, happy and living your 

beauty. Lena is available for Healing Sessions, Private 

Readings (in person/via phone), Inspirational Speaking & 

Classes. 509-312-0220. Follow her blog! Visit her at 

CRhalenaRenee.com.  

DEBBIE WILLIAMS –Brick Road Books.  

Used and new books. Turn your lightly used current reads 

into a donation to KVUUC –just tell Daniel or  Debbie that 

the proceeds from selling your books should go to 

KVUUC. Family-owned and operated.                                       

305 N. Main Street   509-925-1999 

November 

Theme: 

kvuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/KVUUC/

