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Kittitas Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

Starting in October, movies are 

coming to KVUUC.  This month will 

feature four Abbott & Costello 

Creature Features and a 1944 dark 

comedy that will have you saying 

“No, madam, I’m not drunk but 

you’ve given me an idea!” 

Shows start at 7:00 PM 

MOVIE MONDAYS 

Abbott & Costello Meet… 

10/03: Frankenstein (1948) 

10/11: The Invisible Man (1949) 

10/17: Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde (1953) 

10/24: The Mummy (1955) 

Halloween Night 
Arsenic & Old Lace 

KVUUC Board 

Debbie Williams, Co-President 

 copresident2@kvuu.org 

Marilyn Gruber, Co-President 

 copresident1@kvuu.org 

James Paton, Past President 

 pastpresident@kvuu.org 

Liz Whitaker, Financial Secretary 

 financialsecty@kvuu.org  

Liz Ritzenthaler, Treasurer 

 treasurer@kvuu.org  

Dawn Wilson, Secretary 

 secretary@kvuu.org 

Tom Duke, Member at Large 

 Board_at_large@kvuu.org 

October Theme: Courage 
Sunday Service Dates: 

10/2 With board meeting after 

10/9 

10/16 

10/23 

10/30 Mark you calendars for the 5th Sunday Potluck 

Rev. Ken Jones of Yakima is our part-time minister 

 minister@kvuu.org   
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What We Owe to Courage 
by Dawn Wilson 

 

The way things are going in America, I sometimes think that it’s courageous to just get out of bed in the morning, or watch the 

news, or not scream into my pillow. But I’ve had it so easy all my life; I’ve never had to be truly courageous. I think of the millions of 

people over the centuries who have had courage that is unfathomable to me.  

 

Today we live in an upside down world where cowardice and false bravado are seen as heroic. Where speaking the truth is ridi-

culed, attacking our democracy is deemed heroic (by some), and where loud, abusive language (and sometimes physical assault) is 

touted as courageous. Every singe day in America, we wake up to a new assault on our humanity where bullies are given trophies 

for their verbal, and sometimes physical, assaults on immigrants, women, children, the handicapped, young people, reporters, and 

pretty much anyone who isn’t white, male, and Republican. With our democracy in the balance, I am reminded of Thomas Paine, a 

man of great courage. A man, without whom, America might not exist as a democratic nation and yet his name was left our of our 

history.  

 

Robert G. Ingersoll wrote of Thomas Paine: 

He had more brains than books; more sense than education; more courage than politeness; more strength than polish. He had no 

veneration for old mistakes—no admiration for ancient lies. He loved the truth for the truth's sake, and for man's sake. He saw op-

pression on every hand; injustice everywhere; hypocrisy at the altar, venality on the bench, tyranny on the throne; and with a splen-

did courage he espoused the cause of the weak against the strong—of the enslaved many against the titled few. 

 

In England he was nothing. He belonged to the lower classes. There was no avenue open for him. The people hugged their chains, 

and the whole power of the government was ready to crush any man who endeavored to strike a blow for right. At the age of thirty-

seven, Thomas Paine left England for America, with the high hope of being instrumental in the establishment of a free government. 

In his own country he could accomplish nothing. Those two vultures—Church and State—were ready to tear in pieces and devour 

the heart of any one who might deny their divine right to enslave the world. 

 

Upon his arrival in this country, he found himself possessed of a letter of introduction, signed by another Infidel, the illustrious 

Franklin. This, and his native genius, constituted his entire capital; and he needed no more. He found the colonies clamoring for 

justice; whining about their grievances; upon their knees at the foot 

of the throne, imploring that mixture of idiocy and insanity, George 

the III., by the grace of God, for a restoration of their ancient privileg-

es. They were not endeavoring to become free men, but were trying 

to soften the heart of their master. They were perfectly willing to 

make brick if Pharaoh would furnish the straw.  

 

The colonists wished for, hoped for, and prayed for reconciliation 

They did not dream of independence. Paine gave to the world his 

"Common Sense." It was the first argument for separation, the first 

assault upon the British form of government, the first blow for a re-

public, and it aroused our fathers like a trumpet's blast. He was the 

first to perceive the destiny of the New World. No other pamphlet 

ever accomplished such wonderful results. It was filled with argument, reason, persuasion, and unanswerable logic. It opened a new 

world. It filled the present with hope and the future with honor. Everywhere the people responded, and in a few months the Conti-

nental Congress declared the colonies free and independent States. A new nation was born. 

 

It is simple justice to say that Paine did more to cause the Declaration of Independence than any other man. Neither should it be 

forgotten that his attacks upon Great Britain were also attacks upon monarchy; and while he convinced the people that the colonies 

ought to separate from the mother country, he also proved to them that a free government is the best that can be instituted among 

men. 

We need men with moral courage to speak 

and write their real thoughts, and to stand by 

their convictions, even to the very death. We 

need have no fear of being too radical. The 

future will verify all grand and brave 

predictions. compared with the Infidels of to-

day.  

Robert G. Ingersoll 



KVUUC Council News 
Building & Grounds 

KVUUC is in the process of becoming full owners of the church building 

which comes with some wonderful possibilities but also great responsi-

bilities. At the writing of this letter, Tom Duke has been diligently 

getting quotes for a much need roof replacement and a full inspection 

of the building so we can know if other critical work needs to happen.  

 

We will be replacing the roof, potentially repairing the driveway, and 

adding a wheelchair friendly walkway from the Zendo room to the out-

side play area.  Liz Ritzenthaler is leading the planning to maintain and 

add to the beauty of the building grounds. She has plants slated for 

transplant and is working on plans for the shade garden.  

 

It is important that we clear vegetation near the base of building. This is an ongoing effort and will be the focus of the fall clean 

up. Please consider volunteering a couple of hours or more to making the building grounds beautiful. The date and time will be 

sent out via an email. In the meantime, contact Liz at treasurer@kvuu.org if you are interested in learning more about plans for 

the grounds. 

Care Council 

Liz Smith will be stepping down from the Care Council.. 

Please consider volunteering and contact Dawn Wilson at secretary@kvuu.org to be a member of the Care team. 

Being deeply loved by someone gives 

you strength, while loving someone 

deeply gives you courage. 

Lao Tzu  

 

Other Councils & Groups 

Let’s bring life back to these councils and groups that haven’t had much love for some time: 

• Membership/Fellowship 

• Green Sanctuary—we are looking to renew Green Sanctuary Accreditation. October is Energy Awareness Month 

• Social Justice—We work to serve, to raise awareness, and to support and partner with people who face injustice. We advo-

cate, organize, and act for justice to live out the values of our faith  

• Music—-Musicians and singers wanted 

• Book Club 

• Pride Month Volunteers—More Information to follow 

• Newsletter—tell us what you like or didn’t like about this newsletter. Be on this council to give input, write articles, etc. 

To express your interest or join up, please contact Dawn Wilson at secretary@kvuu.org 

mailto:treasurer@kvuu.org
mailto:secretary@kvuu.org
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By Dawn Wilson 

My husband and I bought a home in Ellensburg in the Fall of 2014, 

but, as some of you know, we weren’t able to live here full time 

until the Fall of 2019. We had planned on joining KVUU at some 

point but before we managed to make our first visit, the lock 

down happened. 

 

Moving forward a couple of years, we started attending and I de-

cided to go one step further and hopped on the board. When  I 

asked about starting a newsletter, I did not know the vast wealth 

of newsletters that had come before. The newsletter had stopped 

in April of 2019 before the pandemic and, of course, the pandemic 

has definitely taken a toll on church activities and attendance.  

 

So, in starting up the newsletter, my goals are to inform, inspire, 

and motivate everyone to get involved. Whether it’s just coming 

to meetings and special events (such as Movie Night Mondays) or 

getting involved in a one of our councils and helping us build our 

future. 

 

It is curious that physical courage should be so 

common in the world and moral courage so 

rare.   

Mark Twain 

October 1st 

FiberFest in the Valley 

Kittitas County Event Center, Teanaway Hall 

9:00 AM—4:00PM 

 

October 15th 

JUNK-TIQUEN IN THE BURG 

Kittitas Valley Event Center  

9:00 AM—4:00PM 

 

October 28th 

Downtown Trick or Treat 

5:00 PM 

Latina Festival 

Kittitas Valley Events Center, Teanaway Hall  

6:00 PM – 9:00 PM  

 

Fall Festival at the Patch 

Thursday through Sunday until October 30th, 

10am to 4pm.  Located at 6181 Wilson Creek Rd 

 

For more ideas check out: myellensburg.com/events/ 

Save the Date 

The Alaska Suite: a story of beauty, loss and hope is a unique call to 

act on climate change, featuring a live chamber jazz quintet, story 

telling, images, poetry and audience participation. 

The Alaska Suite features a five-piece chamber jazz ensemble per-

forming the original music of Seattle pianist and composer Nelda 

Swiggett.   

This is not just a concert. The performance engages the power of 

artistic expression — live music, spoken words, images and poetry 

— to connect audiences deeply and emotionally to the scientific 

realities of climate change. The Alaska Suite debuted on Earth Day 

2017. It has been performed 27 times to date, touching over 1600 

people with its message of hope and call to action.  

The Alaska Suite is coming to Ellensburg on Sunday, Dec. 4, 2022  

We will be following up with additional information over the next 

couple of months. In the meantime, SAVE THE DATE! 

Share your thoughts, stories, musings, photos, in our 

newsletter by email them to news@kvuu.org 

 

mailto:news@kvuu.org
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Side With Love's Climate Disaster Response Training Series 
 

An Invitation from: 
Rachel Myslivy  
Climate Justice Organizer 
Side With Love Organizing Strategy Team 
 
Rev. Ranwa Hammamy 

Congregational Justice Organizer 

Side With Love Organizing Strategy Team  

 
When disaster or crisis strikes, many of our members turn to their 
congregations for support - tangible and spiritual. Our congregations 
are spaces of faith development, prophetic power, and community 
care. Our congregations - your congregation - can and continue to 
provide shelter, offer respite, and literally save lives. 
  
When our congregations are truly rooted in our Unitarian Universal-
ist values, the work of collective liberation naturally follows. We 
know that as spiritual leaders and ministers within our congrega-
tions, you are shaping communities that, each and every day, strive 
to deepen their commitment to our faith’s values and calls. That is why we are writing to you today with a critical invitation to 
your congregation to live into the hope and courage of our faith. 
  
Our Climate Disaster Response series is geared towards congregations who are committed to being responsive to the needs of 
their broader communities in times of crisis and disaster. Our approach with this series is honest and full of care - we know that 
climate disaster impacts all of us in different ways, so how can we face that reality with a prepared understanding of our rela-
tionship, responsibility, and power to support those who are most impacted? From grounding ourselves in the climate risks most 
prevalent in our communities, to developing plans of action, to staying in conversation with our faith peers, this series is de-
signed to turn the overwhelming nature of climate disaster into a known and collectively addressable entity. Rooted in the belief 
that shared knowledge and faith are essential to Beloved Community, this series will provide the climate activists and teams in 
your congregation with essential tools to build a climate disaster preparedness approach that lifts up the best of Unitarian Uni-
versalism in your community. 
  
We ask that you amplify and share this invitation with members of your congregation, in the hopes that one or more members 
attend to help lead these efforts with you. We know that these days there are so many ways in which our leaders are called to 
live out our Unitarian Universalist faith, and we hope that you and others in your congregation will answer this call, as a way to 
build more responsive, relational, and resilient communities in the face of climate change and crisis. 
  
The series offerings that we invite you and your congregation to are: 
 
Tuesday, September 27: 
Climate Disaster Response: Assessing Climate Impacts & Making Connections (7pm ET/ 6pm CT / 5pm MT / 4pm PT) 
Tuesday, October 25:  
Mobilizing for Action (7pm ET/ 6pm CT / 5pm MT / 4pm PT) 
Tuesday, November 15:  
Community conversation (7pm ET/ 6pm CT / 5pm MT / 4pm PT) 
 
In order to attend, please sign up via the Webinar Series pages: 

9/27: Climate Disaster Response: Assessing climate impacts & making connections (everyaction.com)  

10/25: Climate Disaster Response: Mobilizing for Action (everyaction.com)  

11/15: Climate Disaster Response: Community Conversation (everyaction.com)  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F51071519%2F368186907%2F793193689%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc5MDg1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImFhMjUzYTQwLWM2Mzk
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F51071520%2F368186913%2F-1332890016%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc5MDg1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImFhMjUzYTQwLWM2M
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F51071521%2F368186920%2F1393725926%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc5MDg1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImFhMjUzYTQwLWM2Mz
https://secure.everyaction.com/P00biXP7REi_bHOZxvM5CA2
https://secure.everyaction.com/PS4mePprYUuC-kAGNfm4vQ2?contactdata=BrZozgW8aTP7HYrvCCCbsRsW2JGyFlc85DdRNWwLHIBprMgZdB%2f0ZBCAzjVH0eOzbsCoWMAs6U0rjekRDj9hUmcR4r4p8cyBNIOGJb%2f2Eh98C7H8ONAXE9F6wvoYIe8d&emci=04d84435-c439-ed11-a27c-281878b83d8a&emdi=aa253a40-c63
https://secure.everyaction.com/521PTTsun0ie7uIeFovFAw2?contactdata=BrZozgW8aTP7HYrvCCCbsRsW2JGyFlc85DdRNWwLHIBprMgZdB%2f0ZBCAzjVH0eOzbsCoWMAs6U0rjekRDj9hUmcR4r4p8cyBNIOGJb%2f2Eh98C7H8ONAXE9F6wvoYIe8d&emci=04d84435-c439-ed11-a27c-281878b83d8a&emdi=aa253a40-c63


by Dawn Wilson 

Happy Howl-o-ween 

I was contemplating this quote I saw online by Aaron Easterly “ Name one development 

in the history of humankind that has increased happiness more than the domestication 

of dogs” . I do not know Aaron Easterly but I couldn’t agree more with this sentiment.  

A KVUCC, we have a policy that allows well-behaved dogs into our Sunday service. I do not believe I would be wrong in saying that 

Debbie Williams’, Maxie, is everyone’s favorite. She is sweet, extremely well behaved, and loves to say hello to absolutely every-

one.  

In February, we lost our dog, Jamie, of almost 15 years and I honestly thought I might never feel completely “whole” without her. 

But when we attended church on Sundays, Maxie would come up and nudge me, asking for a scratch behind the ears. I started to 

realize that not adopting another dog would be doing more of a disservice to Jamie and her memory. Maxie reminded me that 

there are millions of dogs just hoping for someone to scratch them behind the ears, give them food, shelter, and love.  

So, in April, we adopted our second dog, Abby, and she has truly increased the happiness in an already happy home. I have Maxie 

to thank for that. 

Have a PAWSitive Moment to share about your pet or pets ? Send articles to news@kvuu.org 

Josie’s Misfit Ranch—Dog Foster Care and Adoption 

Josie’s Misfit Ranch is a volunteer and foster home based rescue that cares and advocates for misfit animals in Kittitas County and 

surrounding areas. “Misfit” animals are wounded in body or spirit who have been discarded, mistreated or ignored because they 

are considered less than “perfect.” We show these animals the love and compas-

sion they deserve, build their confidence, and focus on all they can do instead of 

what they can’t.  

We act as champions for our animals,* their foster families, and their forever fami-

lies at every stage of the rescue and adoption process, including providing training 

and ongoing support. By building the skills and confidence of all involved - the ani-

mal, foster family and forever family - we are building a more successful adoption 

experience and reducing the chances the animal will be surrendered again. We 

partner with other rescue organizations to provide training for their fosters; we are 

all in this together. Our hope is to build a community where people value these 

animals and treat them with respect and kindness, as well as help them reach their 

full potential.   

Visit Josie’s Misfit Ranch online at: https://josiesmisfitranch.org 

 

mailto:news@kvuu.org
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Take a moment to remember just a few October born people of courage. 

October 1, 1924 - Jimmy Carter, 39th U.S. President (1977-1981) 

Carter applied to the U.S Naval Academy and graduated with a BSc degree with an unspecified major. He later majored in reactor 

technology and nuclear physics.  

He is the recipient of the 2002 Nobel Peace Prize and is the only U.S President to have received the honor after leaving the office.  

He along with his wife established the non-profit Carter Center that strives for the advancement of the human rights, in the year 

1982. Carter is an active member of the Habitat for Humanity project.  

October 2, 1869 - Mahatma Ghandi, India Hindu leader, taught "non-violence"  

Gandhi fought for much more than independence. His causes included civil rights for women, the abolition of the caste system, 

and the fair treatment of all people regardless of religion. His mother and father had different religious traditions. 

He demanded fair treatment for the untouchables, India’s lowest caste; he underwent several fasts to support the cause. He 

called the untouchables harijans, which means "children of God." 

He lived for 21 years in South Africa. Fighting against apartheid, he was imprisoned there many times. 

October 9, 1940 - John Lennon, singer, songwriter, musician, member of the "Beatles"  

Anti-war music, like "Give Peace a Chance," didn't exactly endear John Lennon to the 

Nixon administration. In 1971, shortly after John Lennon arrived in New York on a visa, 

he began associating with radical anti-war activists, and the FBI put Lennon under sur-

veillance. The Immigration and Naturalization Service tried to deport him.  Cite: Fresh Air 

with David Bianculli 

October 8, 1949  - Sigourney Weaver, Astronaut 

Survived a horrific Alien attack in her underwear and rescued the cat! 

Fought off a bunch of Aliens, one terrifying mother Alien, and rescued a small child! 

 

 

Holidays are beautiful reminders of the human experience. Whatever your culture or beliefs, celebrating a holiday is the 

same as celebrating life. 

 Feast of St Francis of Assisi (Christian) - Oct. 4 

 Yom Kippur - Jewish Day of Atonement - Oct. 4-5, 2022 

 National Observance of Children's Sabbath - 3rd weekend of October 

 Sukkot: Feast of Tabernacles (Jewish) - Oct. 9-16, 2022 

 Mawlid al-Nabi - the birthday of the Prophet Muhammad - begins Oct. 8, 2022 

 Diwali: Festival of Lights (Hindu) - Starts Oct 24, 2022 

 Samhain (Wiccan) -  Oct. 31 - Nov. 1  


